The Reina Mercedes underway after a refitting. USNI Archives. 


For a number of years, the Reina Mercedes acted as a sort of brig — though not in the truest sense — for Naval Academy midshipmen. Those 
punished for serious infractions of the Academy Regulations were confined to the ship for periods of a week to a month or more, attending 
drills but sleeping in hammocks and taking their meals aboard. This punishment was abolished in 1940, substituted instead for restricting 
midshipmen to their rooms in Bancroft Hall. 

After 1940 the ship was used as living quarters for unmarried enlisted personnel assigned to the Naval Academy, as well as the captain of the 
ship — who was also the commanding officer of the Naval Station, Severn River Naval Command — and his family. The most famous of these 
commanders was William F. “Bull” Halsey. Because of this latter arrangement, the Reina Mercedes held the unique distinction of being the 


only ship in the Navy to have ever permit the commanding officer and his dependents living aboard permanently. 


